
BE PREPARED FOR A

POWER 
OUTAGE

FEMA P-2143/August 2023

Power outages are more 
likely to occur during severe 

weather events, such as strong 
thunderstorms, hurricanes 

and winter storms, or natural 
disasters, such as wildfires.

A power 
outage is 
when the 
electrical 
power is lost 
unexpectedly.

Power 
outages . . .

may disrupt 
communications, 
water utilities, and 
transportation for a 

long time.

may cause businesses, 
stores, gas stations, 

ATMs, banks, schools 
and other services to 

close.

may cause 
food spoilage 

and water 
contamination. 

may cause 
injuries, disease 

or death, or 
prevent use of 

medical devices. 

PROTECT YOURSELF FROM A POWER OUTAGE

Keep freezers and 
refrigerators closed.

Use generators outdoors 
and at least 20 feet away 

from building openings.

Stay fire safe. Do not use a 
gas stove to heat your home.

Unplug appliances and 
electronics to avoid damage 
from electrical surges.

Make a plan for refrigerating 
medicines and powering medical 
devices.

If safe, go to an alternate 
location for heat or cooling.

Keep mobile phones and 
electronic equipment charged.
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