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Homelessness Efforts in Dallas County
January is a critical month for people experiencing homelessness. The
weather turns colder, causing more people to seek shelter indoors and
increasing the already heavy load on shelters and organizations that provide
services. Several area shelters are opening emergency shelters when the
temperatures drop below freezing.
The Dallas Area Partnership to End and Prevent Homelessness, co-chaired
by Commissioner Theresa Daniel and Councilmember Mark Clayton, has
begun meeting regularly to help end the homelessness crisis in Dallas
County. This collaboration brings together decision makers who can directly
affect change on the homelessness situation.
Point in Time: The federal Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) mandates that a census be taken in one night, or a point-in-time
count, of a community’s homeless populations. This count can determine
what funding and services are allocated to a community. The Metro Dallas
Homeless Alliance (MDHA) is the Dallas organization charged with
conducting this count on January 25th this year.
Finding Youth: For the first time in Dallas, and in conjunction with MDHA, a
program called “See us Now” will conduct a count of youth experiencing
homelessness. Unlike the point-in-time count done on one night, youth tend
to “couch surf” or stay indoors as long as possible and teams will go out over
several days to conduct the survey.

Renovations Underway at the District 1 New Urban Road and Bridge Site
After many months of waiting with bated breath we are so happy to announce that our new Road and Bridge office located at 715
Rowlett Road will be renovated in March! During the process of renovation our team worked diligently to research which county
services would be of most use to the community. Our aim is to use this office to bring those services closer to those constituents that
need them most. Apart from various county services we will also have Texas A&M master gardeners on site to do gardening
demonstrations and other healthy living activities. Please be on the lookout over the next few weeks for
correspondence regarding our ribbon cutting and open house. We look forward to seeing you and welcome
suggestions on how to make this space one the community can truly call their own.
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Dallas County adds 12
Early Voting Locations
In an effort to make voting more
accessible for Dallas County
residents, the Elections Department
recommended and the
Commissioners Court approved
adding 12 new permanent early
voting locations for the 2018
primary.
Last year, Dallas County Elections
expanded the early voting locations
with “temporary” locations and “pop
-up” locations at Dallas County
Community Colleges. The feedback
was overwhelmingly positive and
showed the need for better access
to a place to vote.
For the first time in 2017, early
voting accounted for over 50% of
ballots cast in an election.

During the early voting period, a
registered voter can go to any of the
listed locations to cast a ballot.
Early voting starts February 20 and
runs through March 2, 2018. If you
miss the early voting period, election
day is March 6 and you must vote at
your neighborhood precinct location
that day.
The ease and convenience of
expanded early voting locations will
hopefully increase the turnout of our
registered voters.
For more information about the
upcoming election, including voting
locations, sample ballots and
registration information, go to the
Dallas County Elections site at
www.dallascountyvotes.org

District 1 Celebrated
a Musical Holiday!

